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who have served it. It is our first duty to serve society, and, after we have done that, we may attend wholly to the salvation of our own souls. A youthful passion for abstracted devotion should not be encouraged1.'
I introduced the subject of second-sight, and other mysterious manifestations ; the fulfilment of which, I suggested, might happen by chance. JOHNSON. ' Yes, Sir; but they have happened so often, that mankind have agreed to think them not fortuitous2.'
I talked to him a great deal of what I had seen in Corsica, and of my intention to publish an account of it. He encouraged me by saying, 'You cannot go to the bottom of the subject; but all that you tell us will be new to us. Give us as many anecdotes as you can8.'
Our next meeting at the Mitre was on Saturday the I5th of Februaiy, when I presented to him my old and most intimate friend, the Reverend Mr. Temple4, then of Cambridge. I having mentioned that I had passed some time with Rousseau in his wild retreat6, and having quoted some remark
1  See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 19,1773.
2  Johnson (Works, ix. 107) thus sums up his examination of second-sight :—' There is against it, the seeming analogy of things confusedly seen, and little understood; and for it, the indistinct cry of natural persuasion, which may be, perhaps, resolved at last into prejudice and tradition.     I never could advance my curiosity to conviction; but came away at last only willing to believe.'    See also post, March 24, 1775.   Hume said of the evidence in favour of second-sight:—'As finite added to finite never approaches a hair's breadth nearer to infinite, so a fact incredible in itself acquires not the smallest accession of probability by the  accumulation of testimony.'    J. H. Burton's Hume, i. 480.
3  'I love anecdotes,' said Johnson.    Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 16, 1773.    Boswell said that'Johnson always condemned the word anecdotes, as used in the sense that the French, and we from them, use it, as signifying particulars.' • Letters of Boswell, p. 311.    In his Dictionary, he defined 'Anecdote Something yet unpublished; secret history.' In the fourth edition he added : ' It is now used, after the French, for a biographical incident; a minute passage of private life.'
4  See ante, July 19, 1763.
0 Boswell, writing to Wilkes in 1776, said:—'Though we  differ
madet satisfaction to find that there is not a single deist among them.' J. H. Burton's
